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This picture, one of about 500, taken by Mr. Ray Provost, of Princeton Theological Seminary when 
Evangelist Billy Graham was in Korea, is an interesting study in facial expression. Taken very near the 
front line, the men listened raptly and at many such stations about one-third came forward to accept 
Christ. In one instance two Generals were among those taking their stand for Him. —Credit: Ray Provost. 
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EDITORIAL 


Preliminary Survey Of The 


1952 Plan Of Union 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


The 1952 Plan of Union reached us February 
16, 1953. It is substantially like the last two plans 
of Union issued, but differs in detaiis. Accordingly, 
our evaluation of it is much what it has been of the 
other plans. It offers the possibility of amendment, 
but there is little time to prepare amendments and 
the substantial amendments we have repeatedly 
offered have found no place in this plan. Hence, we 
can suggest the amendments again with little as- 
surance of their being accepted. 


Doctrinal Safeguards 


The 1952 Plan of Union omits the safeguards 
of the faith introduced by the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in the twentieth century. That is, it omits 
the promise in the ordination vow to notify one’s 
Presbytery if one changes his positions, though this 
was in the first printed Plan of Union. It as well 
omits our General Assembly’s interpretation of the 
ordination vows as involving the full Scriptural 
testimony to Christ as true and eternal God, who 
became also man by being born of a virgin, who 
offered Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine justice 
and reconcile us to God, who arose from the dead 
with the same body with which He suffered, and 
who will come again to judge the world. 


Local Property 


The 1952 Plan presses the current USA doctrine 
of the denomination’s ownership of local properties. 
No USA congregation is given any rights to refuse 
the union, and every other congregation entering 
the union comes under the same complete control, 
unless it refuses this within eleven months after the 
union is voted. Under this control no congregation 
can, sell, buy or mortgage local property except by 
permission of Presbytery. At the present time the 
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presupposition in the US Church is in favor of the 
continuance of our denomination in its own integ- 
rity so that union can only be consummated by ap- 
proval of three-fourths of the presbyteries. The 
1952 Plan reverses all this so that when the union 
is adopted no congregation can continue to hold its 
local property unless it votes by three-fourths ma- 
jority to refuse to enter the merger. 


Confession Of Christ 
Less Explicit 


As the safeguards to the Church’s testimony to 
the full Biblical doctrine of Christ is not included 
in the Plan of Union, so the confession of faith in 
Christ when one is received at the Lord’s Supper 
is less explicit than the confession we now use. In 
the Plan one confesses “‘the Christian faith,” and 
puts his “trust in the mercy of God which is in 
Christ Jesus.”” In our present statement, one first 
acknowledges himself a sinner in the sight of God 
without hope save in His mercy, and then pro- 
fesses to “believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and Saviour of sinners,”’ and to “re- 
ceive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He 
is offered in the Gospel.”’ 


In the question for the baptism of infants one 
misses the good Augustinian-Calvanistic opening 
question of our Book, thus: “Do you acknowledge 
vour child’s need of the cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ and the renewing of grace of the Holy 
Spirit?” The Plan of Union is more explicit here 
than in the other case about one’s faith in Christ 
as Saviour and Lord, but it fails to get a committal 
of the child’s need of cleansing by the blood of 
Christ and renewal—effectual calling—by the Holy 
Spirit. Our infants, thank God, are children of the 
covenant; but the terms of the covenant include 
God’s gracious redemption of them in Christ and 
His gracious renewal of them by His Spirit. ‘The 
Plan of Union rings the changes on what the par- 
ents are to do—even bringing their children to a 
personal profession of Christ. But how can a parent 
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do this without God’s gracious work of redemption 
by the blood of the Saviour and the effectual ap- 
plication of this redemption to them by the work 
of the Holy Spirit? 


Christ The Head— 
His Kingship Slighted 


The Plan of Union in its Form of Government 
sets forth Christ as the Head of the Church, but it 
slights His Kingship. ‘.ow every student of Scot- 
tish Church History knows that even the Erastians 
and the Moderates in Scotland admitted the mysti- 
cal Headship of Christ, but the Evangelicals and 
Presbyterians insisted in addition on the Kingship 
of Christ. Our Westminster Confession teaches 
that issues in the Church are to be settled by the 
Holy Spirit speaking in the Word, and that as all 
synods and councils err they are not to be made the 
rule of faith or practice, but to be helps thereto. 
Accordingly, our Southern Book sets forth Christ 
as the sole King, the only Lawgiver in Zion, and 
asserts that the exercise of Church power only has 
the Divine sanction when it is in accord with the 
statutes of Christ the Lawgiver, and whefi put 
forth by courts or officers appointed in His Word. 
Our Book defines an ecclesiastical offense exclusive- 
ly in terms of that which is contrary to Seriptures— 
the law of the Lawgiver Christ. 


On the contrary the Plan of Union, p. 115, au- 
thorizes the Church courts, or as they call them 
“assemblies” to “call before them any offender 
against the order and government of the Church’’ 
and ‘‘exclude the contumacious and impenitent from 
the congregation of believers.”’ Excluding our para- 
graph 19, which was in the first printed Plan of 
Union, and which limits the exercise of ecclesiastical 
power to actions “in conformity with the statutes 
enacted by Christ the Lawgiver,” the Plan of 
Union, p. 114, sets up the decisions of the majority 
as the law to govern the united Church. How one 
squares this with the confessional statement that 
since synods and councils err they are not to be 
made the rule of faith and practice is not clear. It 
is apparent, however, that whereas the Southern 
Presbyterian is now under one King and one Law- 
giver, namely, Jesus Christ, after the union he will 
be under two Kings :nd two Lawgivers, namely 
Christ, and the accidental majorities in “the as- 
semblies” of the Church. 


The Plan of Union sets up an additional form 
of discipline to enforce this additional law-making 
power, namely ‘ddmuinistrative Discipline” 


implications of this new yoke under which we are 
to be governed seems to be indicated in the clauses 


we have quoted from page 115. One wonders 
whether the act of the 1861 Assembly requiring 
the loyalty of all Presbyterians to the national gov- 
ernment was an act of administrative discipline. It 
seems evident that the Gurley ipso facto resolutions 
cutting off the Kentucky and Missouri Presby- 
terians in 1866 because they protested the uncon- 
stitutional political acts of several General Assem- 
blies was administrative discipline. And on the basis 
of the precedents of 1866, the action of the USA 
Assembly of 1934 putting the support of the regu- 
larly authorized Board of Foreign Missions on 
exactly the same level with the celebration of the 
Supper ordained by the Lord was certainly an act 
of administrative discipline. Under this law made 
by a majority of the 1934 Assembly men were de- 
posed from the ministry and suspended from the 
Lord’s Table, in contravention of paragraph 7 of 
the U. S. A. Preliminary Principles, cf Plan of 
Union p. 111. If one goes back to the middle of the 
18th century in Scotland, it was an act of admini- 
strative discipline that deposed Thomas Gillespie 
because he could not share in forcing Andrew Rich- 
ardson into Inverkeithing when he was unacceptable 
to the parishioners. The Moderates under the Gen- 
eralship of Principal William Robertson demanded 
that he obey the will of the majority and settle this 
nominee of the patron—even though Gillespie said 
that it would be sin for him to do so. Or if we go 
still further back, John Huss was condemned at 
Constance, July 6, 1415, not because he was a 
doctrinal heretic, but because his teaching was con- 
trary to the administrative discipline of the 


mediaeval church, so Schaff V1: pp. 383-386. 


Beamed At Our 
Northern Friends 


Radios are beamed in a certain direction,—so is 
this editorial. We only desire to be helpful and not 
harmful in any degree. We aim to be sympathetic 
and not critical. We have a good many Northern 
friends. This paper has even more Northern read- 
ers. One of these readers remarked recently that he 
tore off the outside covers and then read the in- 
side of the Journal. We think, we caught instantly, 
what he meant, namely, he liked the spiritual diet 
inside but he didn’t like the things that seemed so 
critical on the outside. We believe him to be very 
spiritually minded and anxious to do the Lord’s 
will. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith «hich was once for all deliwered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class matter May 
N. Cs under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. IX, No. 44, March 4, 1953. 
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Some of these Northern readers that we are 
thinking about live in the North and some of them 
in the South. The writer has had a good chance 
to sample the friendship and acquaintance of a con- 
siderable number of such and finds these good peo- 
ple most helpful and stimulating. We have had the 
privilege of meeting and becoming acquainted with 
several past moderators and important leaders in 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. For some years 
we have been enjoying cordial relationships with 
two important churches of that denomination in our 
city, where we live side by side. We count their 
pastors and members as our fast friends. We have 
visited other congregations of theirs in other cities. 
We have a number of friends and acquaintances 
living in the North. We have friends living in 
Dixie who were born in the North, so we are 
partially aware, at least, of this great throng of 
God-fearing, Bible-believing Christians scattered 
throughout our nation. We thank God for them 
and earnestly desire that they may know our high 
esteem and deep affection for them. 


In view of all this there may be some who won- 
der why we are not anxious to unite the Northern, 
the Southern and the United Presbyterians into one 
big body. Some feel that we are narrow, sectional, 
and prejudiced. Surely the War Between the States 
is all over and we should be good friends, by this 
time. Let us state it again, in all kindness and fair- 
ness, geography has nothing to do with the question. 
There are earnest, splendid Christians everywhere. 


All over America, however, North and South, 
the tides of liberal unbelief have flowed in with 
engulfing fury. Church Boards, Committees, Col- 
leges and Seminaries have leaned toward a ration- 
alism that denies the authority of the Scriptures 
and tends toward suppressing a belief in the super- 
natural. We trust, you will note that we have defi- 
nitely stated that this has occurred in the South, as 
well as the North. As a matter of fact it is prac- 
tically worldwide in extent. This is true more, per- 
haps, than the average worshipper sitting in the 
pews of the church, in any part of the country, 
North or South, realizes. It is an acute problem that 
this paper has wrestled with for many years and 
has exhaustively examined from every conceivable 
angle. We have listened to testimony both written 
and verbal presented by those conversant with exist- 
ing situations all over our country. Men from the 
pulpit and the pew have been heard from. We have 
been truly living through an age of doubt and 
denial, only praying that maybe there is now some 
evidence that faith is being reasserted and that re- 
vival is near at hand. 


But someone properly inquires, what has this to 
do with uniting three great Presbyterian bodies. 
Here we shall strive to be absolutely honest with- 
out seeming at the same time to be Pharisaical or 
critical. The voices of unbelief divide us and are 
to be heard everywhere. We do sincerely believe 
that this spirit of doubt and denial has become more 
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deeply entrenched in the operation of certain boards 
in the North than elsewhere. It is all too much in 
evidence also in our own church courts and institu- 
tions. The record has been both startling and dis- 
couraging. The Journal is interested, primarily, not 
in attacking anyone, but in the spread of the pure 
gospel throughout the world. It is concerned with 
the propagation of the truth, yet at the same time 
conscious of error in our midst. 


We do not, for one second, believe that our 
church is the only church. We gladly recognize and 
cooperate with other bodies, but we, humbly and 
nevertheless sincerely, believe that such a union 
would cause unbelief to become more deeply en- 
trenched and more vocal than ever before. A lot of 
evidence could be adduced, and this, covering a 
period of many years. But this is not our purpose 
at this point. 


We, further, do not believe that either of the 
denominations concerned in the union would be 
helped, or the kingdom at large, advanced. Our 
Southern Church would not be really merged, but 
absorbed, since it is less than one third the size of 
the Northern body. 


We do not like comparisons but the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is already one of the leading 
churches of the world in Stewardship, Woman’s 
Work, Home Missions and in other phases. We 
see no reason for abandoning these programs that 
have proven themselves so highly efficient and use- 
ful in the Master’s service. God has greatly blessed 
our work smiling upon it in a thousand ways and 
places. 


A final thought, which we hope you will think 
over prayerfully and write to us about, if you have 
a suggestion to offer. At least twice has the writer 
earnestly requested a former moderator of our 
Southern Assembly to state definitely the advantages 
to be gained by such a union. Although this request 
was made several years ago we have yet to hear 
from him as to a single definite reason for this move. 
Instead of this there are no barriers to keep us 
from working side by side in this great nation to- 
gether with cooperation and goodwill to crown 


Jesus as Lord of all._—R.W.C. 


Subversive Influences 
In Education 


Under the above caption, the “Christian Ob- 
server,’ February 18, 1953, has presented an edi- 
torial that is both penetrating and timely. It has 
reference to the announcement by Senator Mc- 
Carthy, who has announced on behalf of his Com- 
mittee that investigations will soon be made con- 
cerning subversive influences in the colleges of our 
nation. This editorial points out that the protest 
against such an investigation, in the name of ac- 
ademic freedom, is unjustifiable. It calls attention 
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to the unfairness of the editorial in the “Christian 
Century,” January 14, entitled, “McCarthy De- 
clares War On The Colleges.’’ The criticism that 
is devoted to the Senator himself has no serious 
bearing on the factuality of the charges concerning 
the infiltration of subversive influences in the col- 
leges and universities of America. 


Preliminary investigations have indicated that 
many hundreds of America’s teachers are or have 
been Communists.” It is preposterous to ask one to 
believe that in the great battle for men’s minds of 
today, that Communism should not infiltrate our 
educational institutions. 


This writer has talked to a number of people, 
largely young people, who have been influenced by 
Communistic propaganda. In each case, we have 
found that the seeds of this propaganda have been 
sown in educational institutions. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal would like 
to go on record in endorsing the “Christian Observ- 
er’s’ conclusion: “Here is a field in which investiga- 
tion is needed . . Those institutions which are free 
from subversive elements have nothing to fear from 
such an investigation. All others should be the ob- 
jects of a searching inquiry. Certainly, the Com- 
munists cannot be expected to be so lacking in 
shrewdness as to have neglected to infiltrate, if 
possible, such an important phase of American 


life.” 


Although we should expect that the percentage 
of Communist infiltration into Church-related edu- 
cational institutions should be much smaller than 
in tax-supported and independent universities and 
colleges, nevertheless, we should not be so naive as 
to think that such is impossible. It would be a salu- 
tary thing if the administrators of the Church’s 
educational institutions should be the first to in- 
vite the House Unamerican Activities Committee 
to make such an investigation. Such forthrightness 
would inspire confidence. Confidence is the main 
strength of any institution. —J.R.R. 


God’s Son 


In Matthew 27:40, 43, 54 the phrase “God's 
Son” occurs three times in almost the identical form. 
That is, the word translated Son is without the 
article in each of the three cases and the word we 
have rendered God’s has the article in the first and 
omits it in the other two cases. As the three uses 
are evidently related the translation ought to be 
the same. 


The first is a part of the mockery of the passers 
by: “If Thou art the Son of God come down from 
the cross.”’ The second is that same mockery echoed 
by the thieves crucified with him: “For He said, I 
am the Son of God.” Now God does not leave 
Himself without witness. Earlier in the Gospel 
record we have Jesus commending the greatness of 
the faith of a centurian who sent to the Lord for 
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the healing of his servant. Here, when the hearts of 
people and the rulers of Israel were hardened 
against Christ, God revealed His Messiah to the 
centurion through the words and the bearing of 
the Crucified, through the darkness, the earthquake, 
the rending of the rocks, until in exceeding fear 
this Roman officer cried out. “Truly this was the 
Son of God.’”’ You mocked Him as the Son of God, 
but God has vindicated Him in the sight of me, 
His executioner, as God’s Son. 


Now the RSV has lost the sequence of these three 
related and almost identical terms by translating 
the first two, “the Son of God” and the third “a 
son of God.” Why? Why translate the phrase when 
it is given in derision by the lofty term THE SON 
and then when it is uttered in fear and faith by 
that witness to whom God had just revealed the 
glory of the Saviour by the weak term, a son? O, 
they say, the centurion was a Roman with a pagan 
background. So also was the centurion of Matthew 
8:5-13 whose faith Jesus placed above the faith 
of anyone He had found in Israel. God answered 
the mockery of the two thieves by converting one 
of them and eliciting from him a good testimony. 
God answered the mockery of the multitudes by 
this witness of the presiding officer. Let the Church 
of God in Christ insist that the testimony be sound- 
ed clearly: Truly this was the Son of God. 

—W.C.R. 


“Robes Or Rags?” 
Which Shall It Be? 


(Some Thoughts On Colossians III) 


Children love pretty clothes, and so do grown 
men and women. Some of the world’s greatest men 
never had any “pretty clothes;”’ John the Baptist 
had his camel’s hair and a leather girdle, and Paul 
shivered in a dungeon, longing for his cloak, while 
the Herods and Pilates and corrupt Roman gover- 
nors were clothed in the purple and fine linen. No! 
Clothes do not make the man; not clothes which 
cover the body. 


The important thing is clothes for the soul; shall 
they be “Filthy rags,” or “Beautiful Robes?” 


In this chapter Paul gives two bundles of filthy 
rags which are to be cast aside, to be put to death, 
(burned up, we would say), “put off.” They are 
not fit for anybody to wear, much less the Christian. 


Then he gives us a list of lovely garments for 
us to wear. Read the list, and see how beautiful they 
are. If anyone doubts that Paul was inspired as he 
wrote these words I believe their doubts will dis- 
appear as they read: these words come from God. 


These robes are to be worn; we are not merely to 
gaze upon them and marvel at their beauty. They 
are beautiful in your Bible; they are glorious in 
your heart. They are to be worn by everybody; 
there is clothing here for all the family; for the 
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wives, and the husbands, the children, the fathers, 
the servants. They are to be worn everywhere; in 
the Home, in the Office, in the Mill, on the Street; 
as we walk behind the plow, or ride in our automo- 
bile. They are to be worn all the time; they are not 
Sunday clothes; they fit every occasion; they be- 
come us in the kitchen, or in the drawing room; on 
the playground, or on the battlefield. 


They never wear out; nor do they need to be 
sent to the laundry, or the cleaners. The longer 
they are worn the more beautiful they become. 
Have you not seen some saint of God who has 
been wearing them for, Lo, these many years, and 
noticed how lovely they are? 


They can be had for the asking, for our Blessed 
Lord loves to see His children dressed in the best: 
He clothes the flowers that way. If you want them, 
they may be found in the Book, and in the place of 
Prayer. They belong to the sons and daughters of 
the King. —J.K.P. 


“Calvin Said ...” 


(On Our Ability To Find God— 
Apart From Christ) 


“IT say that we shall find nothing, either above or 
below, which can raise us up to God, until Christ 
shall have instructed us in His own school. Yet 
this cannot be done unless we, having emerged 
from out the lowest depths, are borne up above all 
heavens in the chariot of His cross, that there by 
faith we may apprehend those things which eye has 
never seen, nor ear heard, and which far surpass 
our hearts and minds. For the earth, with its supply 
of fruits for our daily nourishment, is not set be- 
fore us there; but Christ offers Himself to us unto 
eternal life. Nor does heaven, by the shining of the 
sun and stars, enlighten our bodily eyes except when 
the same Christ, the Light of the world and the 
Sun of righteousness, shines into our souls. Nor 
does the air stretch out there its empty space for 
us to breathe in, but the Spirit of God Himself 
quickens us and causes us to live. There, in short, 
the invisible kingdom of Christ fills all things, and 
His spiritual grace is diffused through all. Yet this 
does not prevent us from applying our senses to 
the consideration of heaven and earth, that we may 
thence seek confirmation in the true knowledge of 
God. For Christ is that image in which God pre- 
sents to our view, not only His heart, but also His 
hands and His feet. I give the name of His heart 
to that secret love with which He embraces us in 
Christ; by His hands and feet I understand those 
works of His which are displayed before our eyes. 
As soon as ever we depart from Christ, there is 
nothing, be it never so gross and insignificant in 
itself, respecting which we cannot help being de- 
ceived.’’* 


This beautiful passage needs no comment. Its 
context is the thought that however Creation may 
manifest God, He cannot be seen by sin-blinded 


PAGE 6 


men until their eyes are opened by Christ, or until 
their vision is cleared by the spectacles of the Word. 
Unless we find the Source of our every good in 
Christ, we find it not at all. 


*From the Argument to the Commentary on 
Genesis. 


Christ Our Only Mediator 
By Dr. J. Rice Williams 


Houston, Miss. 


Christ is the only Mediator between God and Man. 
There is no Mediator between Christ and Man. Christ 
said, as we believe it, “Behold I stand at the door and 
knock, if any man hear My voice and open the door, 
I will come in and sup with him and he with Me.” 


“Whosoever will, let him come.” “Him that com- 
eth to Me, I will in no wise cast out.” No indication 
in this scripture of a Mediator. In fact, every kind 
of Mediation is excluded. Catholics seem to teach 
that, notwithst»rding Christ left Heaven, took upon 
himself the form of man, suftered an agonizing and 
ignominious death for the purpose of redeeming 
man from his lost condition, He must have some 
kind of influence brought to bear on Him, such as 
the intercession of the Virgin Mary or of a Priest in 
order that man may receive the benefit of his atone- 
ment. It can nct be that Christ would leave Heaven, 
t-k> upon himss<lf the form of man, suffer and die 
for man’s atonement, and then require any kind of 
influence or power as a condition precedent to the 
application of his atoning blood. Thus, we see the 
difference of opinion between Catholics and Protes- 
tants is clearly drawn. Protestants say, ““Whosoever 
will let him come without one plea, but that Christ 
died for me.” Catholics seem to say that it is neces- 
sary for us to get His Mother, the Virgin Mary, or a 
Priest to intercede for us.” 


“Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 


Every invitation that Christ issued was to come 
unto Him. At no time did He ever say, “Send some- 
one of influence to me.” 


? 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Anti-Diluvians 


(This is the fourth article in the series by J. TN. 
Talmage, B.E.) 


Pleistocene Or 
“Tce-Ages” 
While it is desirable to use as few technical terms 


as possible, yet there are a few that every student 
interested in the ante-diluvian chapters. of Genesis 


should know; one of these is “PLetsTocENE.” This _ 


is a technical term for that period of the history 
of the earth which unfortunately is now referred 
to as the “Ice-Ages.”’ Even the orthodox geologists 
insist that during the Pleistocene the warm inter- 
glacial periods were longer than the glacial periods. 
In any given locality ice was intermittent, and 
rarely was the area covered by ice in more than 
three of the ice ages, often only in one, 


The Pleistocene is the last of the six geological 
epochs that make up the Cenozoic or Age of Mam- 
mals, which is roughly equivalent to the last days 
of Genesis. The other five epochs were the 
Paleocene, Eocene, Oligocene, Miocene, and Plio- 
cene. The entire Cenozoic is claimed to have lasted 
16,000,000 years instead of the 3,000,000 as thought 
by some geologists early in the last century. Of this 
600,000 to 1,000,000 years have been assigned to 
the Pleistocene. | merely pass these on for what 
they are worth, for | have never been much inter- 
ested in such guesses, for whether long or short, 
the Bible record still stands, “In the beginning God 
created—’’. Here is the important point to be re- 
membered, MAN Livep Durinc ONLY A PArt 
Or One Percent Or THE PLEISTOCENE, if those 
figures are anywhere near accurate. | realize the 
revolutionary nature of this statement, but it is 
the conviction I have reached in spite of the claims 
of those enthusiastic prehistorians who ingeniously 
distribute bona fide archeological finds over a great 
part of the Pleistocene, occasionally invading the 
Pliocene with vain speculations. 


In the past Christian apologists have attacked 
the current geological system of dating as wholly 
false, claiming that geologists had dated torma- 
tions by fossils which in turn had been arranged 
according to false philosophical theories. While it 
is all too true that atheistic philosophy has influenced 
geology more than most other sciences, still dating 
by fossils is not basically wrong, but is the best sys- 
tem yet devised; nevertheless it is woefully inac- 
curate and has often been manipulated to “prove’’ 
some theory. A better system is urgently needed. 
Prejudice is particularly prevalent in European 
Pleistocene geology, and | have learned trom ex- 
perience not to accept any dating by prehistorians 
without first checking it by gyrostatics. Even in 
America where the situation is much better, still 
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slcw-motion enthusiasts sometimes classify Pleisto- 
cene events as Pliocene and even Miocene. Pushing 
veological formations up and down the geological 
scale is a “before breakfast job” for these mighty 
wielders of centuries. 


It is exceedingly dificult for one who is not a 
geologist to detect an error when an infidel has 
juggled events up and down the geological scale to 
“prove” his point. And it is no wonder that gulli- 
ble religious leaders who do not trust the Bible 
can be easily misled. 1 speak from experience, for 
before | discovered a method of checking the geo- 
logical dates by gyrostatics | was completely sty- 
mied. It is the earnest hope that these columns will 
help Christians to evaluate reports and separate the 
true archeological facts from the mythological dat- 


ing. 
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FACING THESE DAYS 
Competence Is Yours With Christ 


SYNOD’S EVANGELISTIC SERIES 
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Mississippi Dr. John K. Johnson 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 
LESSON FOR MARCH 15 


Accountable To God 


(Temperance ) 
Background Scripture: Matthew 25:14- 
46. Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:20-27. 


We bear a relationship to God and also to our fellowmen: in both we are accountable to God for our atti- 
tude and our actions. There are two words which might be used in this connection, Faithfulness, and Kind- 
ness: faithfulness to God, and kindness toward our fellowmen. Faithfulness and Kindness are both taught in 
the lesson we study today. The first part of our lesson deals with the Parable of the Talents, and our 
Stewardship; the second gives us a Picture of the Judgment scene, and stresses the way we minister, or do not 


minister to others: “Inasmuch as ye did it - - - In- 
asmuch as ye did it not,’”’ to these my brethren, ye 
did it, or did it not, to me. 


These lessons of accountability, of faithfulness 
and kindness, are illustrated for us in a striking way 
by Ezekiel, (Devotional Reading). Here the figure 
of a shepherd is used, as is often the case with the 
Old Testament prophets. It made a big difference 
to the flock whether the shepherd was faithful or 
not. 


I. Parable of the Talents: 25:14-30. 
(Compare with the parable of the Pounds; 
Luke 19:11-27). 


| was listening to the Morning Devotions a short 
while ago, and heard the preacher quote something 
which his teacher told him: ““What I have is God's 
vift to me; what [ do with it is my gift back to 
(;od.”" | would like to make this a bit stronger: 
what I do with God's gifts is my duty and responsi- 
bility to God; and He holds me accountable for 
these gifts. 


“His goods; the talents did not belong to the 
servants, but to the master, the giver. ‘What hast 
thou, that thou didst not receive?”’ asks Paul in | 
Corinthians +:7. All our powers of body, mind and 
spirit, are given to us by our Creator; we are stew- 
ards of the manifold grace of God. 


“Unto one five, to another two, to another, one.”’ 
We do not have the same gifts. (Notice the differ- 
ence here between this parable and the parable of 
the Pounds, where each of the servants is given the 
same amount). We sometimes speak of men and 
women who are “gifted,” or “talented,” meaning 
that they have many gifts or talents. In the parable 
the “talent’’ is money, but we easily see that it 
represents anything which God has placed in our 
possession. We difter in brain power, in aptness 
for some particular work, in disposition, and in 
many other ways. There are not many ten-talented 
men; men like Moses, or David, or Paul; there 
are more who have two talents; but the vast ma- 
jority of us have about one. 


Making use of what we have is the main thing. 
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A man can throw away, or fail to use two talents, 
or ten for that matter. In the parable before us, 
these two groups made good use of their talents, 
while the man with the one, failed. The danger to 
us all is that, having but the one, we neglect it; 
refuse to invest it for our Lord. If this man had 
used his one talent he would, no doubt, have re- 
ceived his reward just as the others. The widow 
with the “two mites” which she gave into the treas- 
ury, is praised more than those who cast in of their 
abundance. The temptation for those who have but 
little is to fail to use what they have. 


The reckoning time came; it always does. Paul 
says that every man’s work will be tested. The 
servants who had been faithful, are accorded equal 
praise, and are rewarded in proportion to their 
service: the servant who was wicked and slothful is 
condemned, loses what he has, and is cast into outer 
darkness. The law of.God is: Use, or lose, and it 
applies to all we have. If a man does not use body, 
brains, or special talents, he loses them and himself 
also, 


The lesson from this story can be applied in a 
variety of ways. All of us are stewards, stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. Stewardship is most 
often thought of in connection with our material 
possessions. Mloney is used in the parable, and it is 
a vital part of our stewardship. “Make all you can 
honestly ; save all you can properly; give all you can 
yenerously.’ We are to exercise wisdom in our 
stewardship of our possessions. There are extremes 
to be avoided. Some have taken the vow of “per- 
petual poverty,’ and make no effort to accumulate 
or use money or its equivalents; they have become 
hermits, or beggars, living off their fellowmen. 
Others are lazy, and they also are a burden to so- 
ciety. A third class are bent on making money; they 
become covetous and hardhearted, and even miserly. 
Paul says of such, “But they that will be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction 
and perdition.”” There are still others—and let us 
try to be like them—who are industrious, thrifty, 
honest, kind and generous, realizing that our money, 
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and also our ability to make money, are both gifts 
of God, to be used, and not despised or wasted. 


But money and material possessions, are not the 
best or greatest of the “goods” which have been 
entrusted to our care, Time is another very precious 
gift of God. Our times are in His hands, and He 
allows us to live here on earth a certain number of 
years; we know not how many. We can use our 
time for His glory, or we can waste it, or spend it 
in the service of the devil. A young society girl had 
spent her time in frivolity. She had an aceident and 
knew that her end was near. The thoughts of her 
wasted life made her last hours sad and distressing. 
Lots of people can look back on lives thus thrown 
to the winds. Some day we will realize how precious 
time is: “Millions of pounds for moments of time,” 
cried one of the dying sovereigns of England. 


God gives us brains. Some men with a one-talent 
brain have made good use of it, while more brilliant 
men have ruined their intellect with drink and 
drugs. 


God gives some people a talent for music; they 
can sing, or play some musical instrument, What 
a pity to hear some such gifted person using their 
vifts in silly or shameful ways! | think of this often 
when I hear some of the music—or so-called mu- 
sic—over the radio. David says that we should use 
our voices and our musical ability to praise the 
Lord. What a blessing a Sankey or a Fanny Crosby 
is to the world! 


Some men have the gift of “tongues; not the 
supernatural gift which was given at Pentecost, but 
the “silver tongue” of an orator. But what a vast 
difference there is in the use we make of our tongues! 
A Bob Ingersoll can blight a whole land with his 
atheism, while a Moody can bring a blessing to mil- 
lions of hearts and homes. Even a man with a 
“halting” and stammering tongue can speak words 
of comfort and cheer. Blessed indeed is the man 
or woman who is using this gift of God. 


Let us remember that all we have has come from 
God. It is ““His goods,’’ and we shall have to give 
an account for the use we have made of our posses- 
sions, our time, our brains, our special talents, our 
tongues. Those are solemn words uttered by our 
Master: “Every idle word that men shall speak, 
they shall give account in the day of judgment.”’ 


(Matt. 12:36). 
Il. A Picture of the Judgment: 31-46. 
What can we learn as we look at this picture? 


1. Christ is our Judge: He is coming to judge 
the world at the last day. His coming will be very 
different from His first advent: He will come in 
glory, accompanied by the angels from Heaven. 


2. There will be a separation of the good and 
bad. Compare this with some of the parables in 
Matthew, chapter 13; especially verses 30, 41, 49, 
50. Here the figure used is that of sheep and goats; 
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the sheep will be placed on His right hand and the 
goats on the left. 


3. There will be a rich reward for those on His 
right hand: they will inherit the kingdom prepared 
for them from the foundation of the world. Jesus 
said to His disciples, “1 go to prepare a place for 
you, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself, that where 
1 am there ye may be also.” Peter tells us of the 
inheritance which is ours, an inheritance which is 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by 
God: we are kept for our inheritance, and our 
inheritance is kept for us. Paul, also, has much to 
say about the glorious inheritance of the saints. 


4+. There will be an awful fate awaiting those 
on the left hand: Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. This is one of those terrible pictures of 
Hell which our Saviour discloses at times. (see 


Mark 9:43-48). 


5. The reason given for the reward of the 
righteous is that they ministered to Christ, and the 
reason for the condemnation of the wicked is that 
they did not so minister to Him. 


6. How was their attitude toward Christ re- 
vealed? When saw we thee? Jesus answered, In- 
asmuch as ye did it to the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye did it to me, and Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of these, ye did it not to Me. 


‘The ground of reward is Good Works, but it is 
not that these good works have intrinsic value but 
only evidential value. (Suggested by Lenski). Our 
faith in Christ is shown by our service for Him; 
but we serve Him by serving others, as He did 
when on earth. He went about doing good ; we must 
go about doing good. Their loving ministry in His 
name revealed their living faith in Him. Our good 
works show our faith. 


In just the same way the absence of good works 
show our lack of faith. 


A Living Investment 
in American Youth 
© Christien Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
© Miltary Training for Reserve Commissions 
Presbyterian College 
CGiinton, S. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 


Christian emphasis. Educational excellence. Friendly 
personal attention. Tests and guidance. College, Business 
Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

Apartments for married students. Veterans of Korea. 

Preparatory Summer School begins June 8, 1953. 
Collegiate Summer School begins June 15, 1953. 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 


BOX 38-W MAXTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 15 


Why Argue 


WorsHip PROGRAM: 
Hymn: Church’s One Foundation” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “What A Friend We Have In Jesus’ 
Prayer 
Scripture: John 17 
Offering 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Our subject, “Why Argue Our Difterences,”’ 
could be construed as meaning that there are no 
differences worth arguing about, and our differ- 
ences should simply be dismissed, regardless of 
what may be involved. However, no honest and 
right-thinking person can possibly assume such an 
attitude. While it is necessary to seek harmony 
wherever there is a basis for agreement, it also is 
necessary to maintain our differences where matters 
of conviction are involved. We can be courteous yet 
consistent in maintaining our convictions, Let’s 
see why we should argue our differences as we 
listen to our first speaker. 


First Speaker 

The word argue has an unfortunate sound to 
most of us, for it is ordinarily used to designate 
unpleasant disagreement or bickering. Webster says 
it means “to offer reasons for or against some- 
thing; . . . to debate or discuss; to treat by reason- 
ing.”’ It is in this sense that we use the word here. 
Peter says that we are to give a reason for the hope 
that is in us, and God Himself has invited us say- 
ing, “Come, let us reason together.’’ In matters of 
the Christian faith, whether of doctrine or practice, 
it isn’t a question of setting forth our own opinions 
and debating our particular views. It is rather a 
question concerning the teaching of the Word of 
God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice. 
Our Church recognized the Word of God as au- 
thoritative, and it is right that we should differ 
with those who differ with the Word of God as we 
believe it to be. Making peace with wrong and 
condoning error is not tolerance, it is treason against 
right. We can differ in love, but we must be true 
to God as He has revealed the truth in His Word. 
Sometimes we substitute sentimentality for con- 
viction, and feel that a spirit of “brotherhood”’ is 
more important than doctrinal integrity and loyalty 
to the truth. This is a tragic mistake. The truth 
must be proclaimed and maintained, for by the 
truth men are made free. Our Saviour said, “Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
We must maintain the truth of the Word of God, 
being loyal to it and governed by it. If to reason in 
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REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


Our Differences 


favor of the Word .of God is argument, then we 
must argue. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

We need to realize that there is such a thing as 
a good argument. Jude reminds us that we are to 
“contend for the faith once delivered unto the 
saints.’ ‘This does not mean that we are constantly 
on the lookout for someone to oppose, but rather 
that we are to stand by the truth of God’s Word 
regardless of what it may cost. There is a wrong 
way to be right, but there is no right way to be 
wrong! We can maintain the truth in a wrong 
spirit, but there is no case to be made for error, re- 
gardless of how winsome it may appear to be. But 
just what are some of the differences we must 
argue’ Perhaps our second speaker can give a little 
light on the matter. 


Second Speaker 

Unfortunately, the popular refrain today is ‘The 
more we get together, the happier we'll be,” with- 
out too much consideration of the basis for oneness. 
The idea is to agree just to be agreeable. A con- 
servative Christian scholar cannot team up with a 
man who denies the verbal inspiration of the Word 
of God, who questions the miraculous, and who 
lightly lays aside doctrines that are precious to the 
Bible-believing Christian. One who believes in a 
sovereign, electing God cannot work in harmony 
with one whose concept of God is humanistic. Those 
who believe in a pre-existent Christ, who was made 
Hesh, but who was no less God by reason of being 
man, cannot fellowship with those who speak of 
Christ as divine in the same sense they consider all 
men to be divine. Such doctrines as the inspiration 
of the Scriptures, the virgin birth, the blood atone- 
ment, the bodily resurrection, and the visible return 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, are too precious to lay 
aside for the sake of harmony among men. Jesus 
said, “I came not to bring peace, but a sword.” He 
came to call men to be for or against; not simply 
to get everybody together regardless of what they 
might believe. The way of Truth is a narrow way; 
if we are too broad, we'll not get in, nor will we 
cause others to enter. Paul stood against those who 
sought to lead the Galatian church into error, say- 
ing: “ ... There be some that trouble you, and 
would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, 
or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed.’’ When Peter compromised 
in favor of some of the Jewish brethren, Paul had 
to rebuke him to his face, and call attention to his 
error, We must speak the truth in love, but we 
must speak the truth! 
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PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

There are many strange “isms” abroad in the 
land today; many false cults. Most of them have 
their roots in some “non-essential” doctrinal error. 
They have sprung up and continued to flourish be- 
cause church people are not established in the 
truth, and are being blown about with “every wind 
of doctrine.’ Error must not be tolerated. Satan is 
the father of lies, and where error is allowed to 
remain, Satan finds an entrance. How carefully we 
should seek to abide by the truth as set forth in 
the Word of God. But what should our attitude 
be toward those with whom we differ? Our last 
speaker has a word for us regarding this. 


Third Speaker 


Elijah, the prophet of fire, called for a test to 
prove that the Lord was indeed God, erying, “If 
the Lord be God, then follow him.” The truth of 
the Word of God has been established through the 
centuries. It has withstood every attack of atheism, 
skepticism, modernism, “higher” criticism, and 
every other enemy of Truth. The testimony of 
thousands of redeemed souls, ‘delivered from the 
power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
of His dear Son,” snatched as brands from the 
burning, filled with “joy and peace in believing,” 
is that the Word of God is true, that its promises 
cannot fail. Those who accept its authority can 
only stand fast and cry, “If the Lord be God, then 
follow him.” Its essential message of sin and salva- 
tion, of redemption by blood, and life by God's 
Spirit; its stories of the miracle working power of 
(jod; its teaching concerning right and wrong, are 
so plain that a child can follow, and a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, need not err therein. In loyalty 
to the Word of God, and in love for those with 
whem we are forced to differ, we must “be stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.’”’ We must argue, or give a reason for our 
differences, and maintain the right, regardless of 
how we may be accused of being “non-cooperative,” 
“contentious,” or “argumentative.” Be sure you are 
right; right with God, and loval to the truth; then 
go ahead. Others will follow. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

There are times when we are tempted to “go 
along’ with the popular thing; to set aside our con- 
victions for the sake of harmony, “Peace at any 
price’ cost the world a bath in blood and tears, 
and paved the way for World War Il. We dare 
not compromise when there is so much at stake. 
If the Bible is the Word of God, and the gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation, then we must 
dare to differ though all the world stand against 
us. May God give us the grace to stand in love, 
that others might be won to the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life.” 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Women’s Work 


I Have A Stewardship 
Of My Money 


Surprising as it may be to the casual citizen of 
our country, we women control over 70° of the 
wealth of our United States, a position unattained 
by women in any other country. 


Whether it be as an employee in some industry 


or office where we have our pay checks to handle, 


or as a self-employee having a self-allotment, or as 
a housewife (that indefinite status between an em- 
ployee and self-employed,—the “catch all’) with 
a budget within which we must do our purchasing, 
we women are vitally concerned; the control rests 
in our hands and each of us has a stewardship of 
her money. How am | discharging that trust? 


Let us consider this from two view-points, each 
an essential part of my stewardship of the money 
within my control. First, how do | earn or get my 
money? Is it by an essentially honest method, a 
method Christ would not hesitate to use? Or is it 
in devious ways, by sharp practices, contending that 
circumstances, or the end involved, justifies the 
means ?—my gain at another's loss (playing cards 
for money?) insufficient service rendered for com- 
pensation paid, or in reverse, inadequate pay for 
services rendered (my cook!) getting something 
for nothing (the curse of our generation?)—or 
falsifving my Income ‘Tax? Money so gotten ts 
not inherently evil, but such means of getting 
taints the “getter,” no matter how altruistically 
the money may be used later. What does it make of 
the money-maker? The hurt to character far out- 
weighs any financial gain. No, money itself is not 
evil, but it is how we get it and secondly, how we 
USE it, that may be evil. 


How am I using the money entrusted to me? 
We are told to set aside the “first fruits’—our 
Lord’s portion—not only that first tenth which He 
so distinctly tells us to return to Him, but as much 
more as we can, giving gladly. The remainder 
should be used as He would commend. We can 
not justify selfish extravagance if we apply that 
test,—not stingy, grasping giving to those dependent 
upon help,—nor miserly hoarding when someone is 
in distress. God expects us to be moderate and rea- 
sonable in spending, to put aside for future need, 
and to give with no thought of return, but with 
deep gratitude for all we have received. 


How does my Church offering compare with the 
cost of my new outfit? or my special Gift with the 
cost of that new permanent? Is there a joyous out- 
pouring of self with the gift? 


“Who gives himself with his gift, feeds 
three 
Himself, his hunygering neighbor and Me.” 
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STANDARD BRAND-NEW VY, B, §, COURSE 


@ TRUE-TO-THE-BIBLE 
@ COMPLETE 
@ LOW COST 


The brand-new Standard “Living With 
Jesus” V. B. S. course presents Jesus’ teach- 
ings and life in His day in vividly realistic 
and entertaining fashion. Youngsters will 
easily grasp these interesting BIBLE lessons. 
The same theme, “Living With Jesus,” is 
taught every age group, Nursery through 
Intermediate. “Low in cost, this new 10-lesson 
course offers for each age group, teacher's 
manual (45¢ each) and pupil’s workbook (10 
for $2.50), plus helpful Director’s Manual ($0c). 


At Your Ffaverite Beokstere, or 


STANDARD 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


NAME 
STREET eee eee eee eee 


CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


No one can tell another how much or what to 
give; we each must make her own decision. Our 
values in life will determine our spending. On what 
am I setting my high esteem in life ?—lofty posi- 
tion’ —the best dressed woman ?—the largest giver? 
Or His follower, giving to Him, His Church, His 
Own? How am I discharging the stewardship of 
my money? “It is required of stewards that a man 
be found faithful.”’ 


—Virginia P. (Mrs. John P.) Walker. 


Your Manse Is Showing! 


Your manse is showing! The white light of pub- 
licity has been directed on manses in the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., and the results have been en- 
lightening. 


Early in 1951 the Assembly’s Committee on the 
Minister and His Work, under the direction of the 
Rev. Ryan L. Wood, conducted a survey of. manses 
throughout our Church. This was more than 
cursory survey, or an incidental “testing.” Instead, 
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a comprehensive questionnaire was sent to the wives 
of our ministers. It was felt that ministers’ wives 
more than anyone else could give the answers to 
the questions asked. Ministers’ wives keep house. 
They know from experience what manses are and 


what they should be. 


Those who conduct surveys professionally tell 
us that if a ten per-cent return is experienced that 
is sufficient to give basic trends. We were fortun- 
ate in this respect in that more than 30% of the 
pastors’ wives responded to our questionnaire. 
Therefore, we are confident the answers obtained, 
percentage-wise, would be true even if many more 
ministers’ wives had replied to the questionnaires. 


The report of this survey was publicized ex- 
tensively throughout the United States by the re- 
ligious and secular press. At least one other denomi- 
nation is looking into the conditions of its minis- 
ters’ homes as a result of the survey made in our 
Church. The report on our Manse Survey is print- 
ed on Pages 156 through 158 of the 1952 General 
Assembly Minutes. It would be worth your time 
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Presbyterian . Coeducational 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences.-Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal arts, sciences, business education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
acre campus. Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Summer session. Catalogue and illus- 


trated booklet. Boarc, room, and tuition $730. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box J, BRISTOL, TENN. 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 


Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
Ideally located in Mississippi's historic and pro- 
gressive capital city, an educational and cultural 
center. Year-round sports, including equitation, 
boating, swimming, tennis and golf. Combines 
highest academic standards with emphasis upon 
vocational training in Teaching, Business, Religious 
Education, Recreational Leadership, Homemaking, 
Music, Art and Speech. Toral cost for session: 
$800.00. 


Dr. G. T. Gillespie, President 


Jackson, Mississippi 


Write for Catalog TODAY’ 


to read this interesting report. If you do not have 
a copy of the Assembly Minutes, Mr. Graham 
White, Secretary of the Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work would be glad to send 
you a copy of this report. His address is 700 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 


We were struck with two facts from the replies 
received. The most significant of these was the 
practically universal spirit of gratitude on the part 
of ministers’ wives for the homes provided for their 
families by the churches their husbands serve. This 
survey provided an unusual opportunity for a wife 
to be brutally frank. We promised to divulge no 
names or locations and that promise has been ob- 
served rigidly. A minister's wife did not need to 
sign her questionnaire if she preferred not to do so. 
More than 90°; of the replies received were signed 
though. 


The other outstanding fact was the suggestion 
made by the large number of ministers’ wives that 
women be named to manse committees in local 
churches. Therefore the Assembly's Committee 
recommended to the 1952 General Assembly: “That 
Boards of Deacons be urged to appoint women on 
manse committees in local churches.” The Assembly 
adopted this recommendation. Many Presbyteries 
have taken favorable action thereon and have called 
this to the attention of Boards of Deacons of the 
churches within their bounds. In other Presbyteries 
similar action is contemplated this year. 
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We are convinced this would be a wise step for 
Boards of Deacons to take. Perhaps your church 
has appointed women as members of its manse com- 
mittee or is about to do so. You are proud of your 
church and its physical condition. Are you just as 
proud that the manse of your church at least is 
equal to the standard of the homes of the members 
of your church? This is a vital question that may 
challenge you and upon which you may render a 
definite service. Your manse is showing! The whole 
country is looking at it. —Graham , White. 


We Want To Say 
“Thank You” 


So writes one of our fine missionaries in a letter 
from the field, after having received a subscription 
from “Circle No. 1, First Presbyterian Church,” 
(no town or state mentioned). The missionary tells 
of other like experiences in receiving gifts from 
churches in the homeland. 


The request from your representatives on the 
mission field is: whenever a group or an individual 
sends a missionary a gift, that a note be sent to the 
missionary telling them of the donors. 


We want to say “Thank You,” but often we 
don’t know to whom we should write our apprecia- 
tion. Perhaps it would help if we remembered in 
this little matter too: “Do unto others as you 
would have others do unto you.” 
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LET US’ PAY THE MEDICAL 
BILLS FOR your CAMPERS 


Hundreds of camp executives know from 
experience the prompt courteous attention 
given all arrangements and claims. 


Write for Latest Details 
Provided by « legal reserve nonassessable life ingurance company. 


MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


FORT WAYNE 2 INDIANA 


BROTHERHOOD 


230 E. BERRY STREET 


GOWNS 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 
MASTERS 


BACHELC 
ars cowas 


<> 


Chil 


the DVBS 


7 WEST 36ST- 


PULPIT a GEOR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — munion 
Linens — Embroideries — Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring For Clergymen 


1837 , Making 1953 
To The Church And Clergy 


this FREE informative gg 
tion guidebook “CONQUEST”.. 


It's chock-full of proven ideas and valuable 
information that will be of tremendous 
help to DVBS teachers and directors. It's 
mew, it’s large in size (8'2" x 11”), it's 
complete. Includes everything for DVBS 
planning as well as a preview of 1953 ALL- 

BIBLE VACATION SCHOOL LESSON. 


FOR ONLY $5.00! 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 


(Regular Price $3.75) 
. best known .. . best loved . most used 


> 
< es ! Please rush to me a FREE copy of mee 4 a > cone School Lesson 
3 y "conquest," teachers’ and direc- the following books by 

guidebook for DVBS ‘53. 
DR. WM. C. ROBINSON 
4 NAME Title Reg. Price 
S Christ - The Hope Of Glory ................ $3.00 
< ADDRESS — ee $3.00 
= +) stam Who Say Ye That I Am? . $2.50 
0 Clty Christ - The Bread Of Life $2.50 


Available 


at your 
favorite 


dealer or - 


DEPT. SPS-33 Now available at these remarkably low —_ by special 


arrangement with the publisher of Dr. inson’s books. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


Order Today From 
434 S. Wabash, Chicago 5, III 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, N. C. — Postpaid 
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Church News 


Columbia Seminary 
News 
Dr. C. M. Richards, Professor Emeritus of 


Davidson College, Davidson, N. C., was a guest 
speaker at Columbia Theological Seminary on Feb- 
ruary 11 and 12, delivering three addresses to the 
student body on “The Preacher's Responsibilities 
and Equipment.” Dr. Richards is a graduate of 
Columbia Seminary in the Class of 1895 and has 
been for fifty-seven years a minister of the Presby- 
terian Church. His messages were heard with deep 
appreciation by members of the student body and 
faculty of the institution. 


Dr. S. A. Cartledge, Professor of New Testa- 
ment Language and Literature in the seminary, has 
just been notified that he has been awarded a Fel- 
lowship provided for special study through the 
Board of Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. Dr. Cartledge will be granted leave of ab- 
sence during the school year 1953-54 and expects 
to use his Fellowship for study in Europe. He will 
probably spend a major portion of the year in study 
at the University of Basel but hopes also to spend 
a month or more in a visit to Palestine and in a 
study of archaeology there. 


Tractors and earth-moving equipment are at work 
clearing a new athletic field 400 feet by 400 feet 
on the seminary campus. The athletic field which 
has been used by students for a number of years is 
inadequate, and the preparation of the new field 
will mark a real forward step in providing for an 
adequate athletic program at the seminary. It is 
expected that the new field will be ready for use 
by September, 1953, and that it will provide ade- 
quate space for football, softball and baseball games. 


The choir of the Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Georgia, is on its annual tour. The thirty 
voice choir is under the direction of the Rev. Hu- 
bert Vance Taylor, professor at the Seminary. 
Members of the choir will conduct the service in 
which the life and work of Columbia Seminary will 
be presented. 


The program will consist chiefly of sacred music. 
Five minute talks on Seminary life and the call to 
fulltime Christian service will be presented by 
members of the choir. 


The choir is composed of thirty men, all candi- 
dates for the Presbyterian ministry. Their director, 
Mr. Taylor, is also assistant pastor of the Central 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta and director of the 
Choir of the Presbyterian Series on the Protestant 
Hour heard on Sunday mornings during the winter 
months on radio stations throughout the south. 


On a ten days tour of Florida the choir will sing 
in Jacksonville, Sanford, Miami, Tampa, St. Peters- 
burg, Ocala, Gainesville, and Brunswick, Ga. 
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Every year during the spring quarter, the choir 
takes a tour through one of the five Synods which 
support the seminary, singing in as many local 
churches as possible. In previous years, the choir 
has toured South Carolina and Alabama. It has 
made special trips to Spartanburg, Charleston, 
Augusta, and Macon. 


Afficers of the choir are: A. M. Hart, president; 
R. |. White, vice-president; Murdock Calhoun, 
secretary; Malcolm Bullock, librarian; and F. M. 
Scarlett, transportation manager. 


Stillman College 

I would like for you to announce in the Journal 
that Dr. Joseph Hopper of our Korean Mission 
has been added to our staff in our Bible Depart- 
ment and will remain with us until the end of the 
school year. Dr. Hopper is on a sick leave from 
the Mission and expects to return in the summer. 
Mrs. Hopper and he have taken up residence in 
‘Tuscaloosa. 


Meeting Of Presbytery 
Of Red River 


THe PresByTery OF Rep River held its mid- 
winter meeting in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Bastrop, Louisiana on January 20, 1953. There 
were twenty-two ministers, and 18 elders, and forty 
visitors present. The opening sermon was preached 
by the retiring moderator, Rev. Earle Clary of 
Natchitoches. Ruling elder J. W. Heard of the 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church of Shreveport was 
elector Moderator, Rev. Arthur Strickland of Plain 
Dealing, Temporary Clerk, and Rev. O. M. An- 
derson of Bastrop, Publicity Clerk. Rev. Chas. A. 
Sheldon of Dunlap Memorial Church, Shreveport 
was elected Moderator-Designate for the Spring 
Meeting. Greetings of the Bastrop Church were 
given to the Presbytery and guests by Ruling Elder 
T. H. Milliken. 


Rev. Wayne Gary was received into the Presby- 
tery from the Presbytery of Memphis and a Com- 
mission was appointed to install him as pastor of the 
new Covenant Presbyterian Church of Monroe. 
Rev. R. G. Valentine was received from the Pres- 
bytery of Mississippi and a Commission was ap- 
pointed to install him as the pastor of the Westmin- 
ster Presbyterian Church of Shreveport. Two young 
men were received under the care of the Presbytery 
as candidates for the Gospel Ministry. They were 
Messers Kenneth Silvey of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Shreveport, and Don Carnes of the 
Dunlap Presbyterian Church of Shreveport. 


Commissioners to the last General Assembly made 
their reports to the Presbytery; and following 
Commissioners to the next Assembly were elected: 
Principal Ministers, W. A. Alexander, H. E. Brad- 
shaw, and D. J. Dumming. Their alternates are: 


Wade H. Boggs, E. L. Storey, Jr., and W. R. 
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Gage. Principal Ruling Elders: Dr. L. W. Gorton, 
A. H. Willett, and G. S. Butler. Alternates: Ben 
Winham, Victor Davis, and A. Q. Hackett. 


The Presbytery has established a newspaper and 
the first issue came out at the time of the meeting 
of the Presbytery under the name of “Presbyfacts.”’ 
The editors of this paper are Revs. Palmer Wm. 
Deloteus, Clyde Mohler, and Eugene Strickland. 
They were commended for the fine start they had 
made with the paper. 


This meeting of the Presbytery was held in the 
beautiful new and commodious building of the First 
Presbyterian Church, and the pastor and the con- 
gregation were congratulated on their fine achieve- 
ment. 


Albemarle Presbytery Organizes 
George Kirby Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 


Sunday, February 8, was a notable day in Albe- 
marle Presbytery when the George Kirby Chapel 
was organized into the George Kirby Memorial 
Presbyterian Church of Goldsboro. This brings the 
total number of churches in Albemarle Presbytery 


to 50. 


The following composed the Commission: Revs. 
James M. McChesney, Jr., Clerk; J. W. Hassell 
who presided and propounded the constitutional 
question; H. J. Dudley who preached the sermon; 
Murphy Smith, charging the congregation; and 
Ruling Elders, D. K. Porterfield and A. K. Rob- 


ertson. 


The newly organized congregation, numbering 
approximately forty, elected the following officers: 
Messrs. H. K. Bass, Graham Faircloth, and Robie 
Strickland, Ruling Elders; and Harvey Edwards, 
D. H. Pender, Dewey Culbreth and Robert Fair- 


cloth, Deacons. 


This church is a child of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Goldsboro, and is served by Rev. Harold 
Corkey as Stated Supply. 


Ward Parkway Presbyterian 
Church, Kansas City, Mo. 


On September 15, 1952, Upper Missouri Pres- 
bytery having called the Rev. C. Groshon Gunn, 
former Superintendent of Home Missions in Miss- 
our! Presbytery, to undertake the promotion of a 
new church in Kansas City, he entered into his 
duties at Ward Parkway Church. The intervening 
weeks and months have been delightfully busy wit- 
nessing the work of God’s Spirit in the establish- 
ment of this church. 


The work was a project of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of this city, having been conceived 
under the leadership of Dr. J. Layton Mauze, Sr., 
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some twenty years ago, during the administration 
of Dr. Homer McMillan, then Secretary of As- 
sembly Home Missions. During the past twenty 
years, Central Church has set aside an amount equal 
to $100,000 for the establishment of Ward Park- 
way Church when the time seemed ripe. The enter- 
prise was taken up by Dr. J. Layton Mauze, Jr., 
following his father’s death, and brought to a cli- 
max in the ministry of Dr. William E. Phifer, Jr. 
The total cost of the plant was $160,000, of which 
$20,000 was given by our Atlanta Committee. 


On June 8, the beautiful new building was opened 
with appropriate ceremonies, and a number of mem- 
bers of Central Church indicated their desire to 
become charter members. On November 9, at the 
Charter Night Dinner, all who were thus to join 
in the establishment of the work placed their names 
on the roll of charter members. Enthusiasm ran 
high, as the church had been operating under the 
leadership of four Elders and seven Deacons espe- 
cially designated to serve in this interval as repre- 
sentatives of Central Church. All new members 
were enrolled in Central Church and later dismissed 
to the new organization. 


On January 11, the church was formally organ- 
ized by Upper Missouri Presbytery. Speakers for 
this occasion included Dr. Phifer and Rev. John A. 
Frederick of Central Church, Rev. Norman Krebbs 
of Boone Church, and Rev. Earl T. Sturgess of 
Southeast Church. The present pastor was called to 
serve until July 1. | 


D. M. Newland 


Resolutions adopted by the Session of the church 
on Monday evening, February 9th, 1953, on motion 
by Elder J. E. Rhea and seconded by Elder F. S. 


Clayman. 


WHEREAS our Heavenly Father did in His 
infinite love and wisdom on Feb. 2nd, 1953, call 
unto Himself our highly respected and beloved 
brother D. M. Newland; and 


WHEREAS we, members of the Session of the 
Windsor Avenue Presbyterian Church, Bristol, 
Tennessee-Virginia express our thanksgiving to God 
for the life of this faithful servant, especially for 
his devoted Christian life, his faithfulness to his 
church, its regular Sunday services, the mid-week 
prayer service, and his loyalty when called upon; 
he served well: 


THEREFORE: be it resolved that a copy of 
these resolutions be sent to each member of his 
family with an expression of our sincerest sympathy 
in their loss; that a copy of them be sent to our 
church papers and the Christian Observer, and that 
a memorial page be set apart in the register of our 
minutes as a permanent record and memorial to our 
dear departed friend. 

—Session of the Church. 
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Evangelistic Engagements 
Of Dr. John C. Ramsay 


Rev. John C. Ramsay, Th.D., Evangelist-at- 
Large of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., with 
headquarters at Laredo, Texas, has accepted en- 
gagements for the following Visitation Preaching 
meetings in Presbyterian Churches for the Spring 


of 1953: 


Feb. 22-Mar. 3: Delgado Church, Wilmington, 
N. C., Rev. Thos. B. Ruff, Pastor. 


Mar. 4-18: Armistead Gardens Church, Balti- 
more, Md., Rev. Robt. S. Chamberlain, Ph.D.., 


Pastor. 


Mar. 22-Apr. 5: First Church (possibly a Union 
Campaign), Branson, Mo., Rev. W. Howard 
Blazer, Pastor. 


Apr. 7-15: Carolina Beach Church, Carolina 
Beach, N. C., Rev. Jack W. Ware, Pastor. 


Apr. 16-24: Cape Fear Church, Wilmington, 
N. C., Rev. J. B. Huntington, Pastor. 


Apr. 25-29: St. Andrews Church, Charleston, 
S. C., Rev. Chas. §. Spencer, Th.M., Pastor. 


Apr. 30-May 8: Old Waxhaw Church, Waxhaw, 
N. C., Rev. E. C. Clyde, Pastor. 


May 10-16: Barnwell Church, Barnwell, S. C.., 
Rev. Sterling Edwards, Pastor. © 


May 17-24: Williston Church, Williston, S. C.., 
Aiken “H” Bomb Area, Rev. Sterling Edwards, 


Pastor. 


A Man Called Peter 
To Be Filmed 


One of the nation’s top sellers in the field of 
literature for nearly a year and a half, 4 Man 
Called Peter, will be made into a motion picture 
this summer. It is to be among the top 11 major 
pictures Twentieth Century Fox will produce in 
1953 and will be filmed in the new cinemascope 
process, a process which produces a three-dimension- 
al effect. The picture also will be filmed in color. 


The story is of the life of Dr, Peter Marshall, 
a Scotch Presbyterian minister, who came to Amer- 
ica as a young man, broke and without a job, and 
worked up to be chaplain of the United States 
— and one of the most beloved ministers of his 
ay. 


Dr. Marshall graduated from Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and took his first 
pastorate in Covington, Ga. Crowds stood in line 
to hear him preach and jammed Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Atlanta and New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington, D. C. during 
the years he held pastorates at these two churches. 
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Major scenes of the picture will be filmed in 
June and July, at Columbia Seminary, Westminster 
Church and at Agnes Scott College, where Mrs. 
Marshall, author of 4 Man Called Peter, attended 
college. The premiere is scheduled to be held in 
Atlanta sometime in 1954. Mrs. Marshall will 
serve as a technical adviser to the filming. Samuel 
G. Engel of Hollywood, will be the producer. Large 
quantities of material about Dr. Marshall’s life al- 
ready have been shipped to Hollywood to aid in 
the research and technical aspects of the produc- 
tion. Among these are recordings of his sermons 
and prayers. 


Mrs. Marshall’s book, 4 Man Called Peter, from 
which the motion picture will be made, outsold all 
other books in 1952 except the new revised version 
of the Bible. An average of ten letters a day come 
to Mrs. Marshall from all over the world, com- 
mending her for her good work and expressing 
gratitude for what the volume has meant to the 
reader. It took her 10 months to write, she says— 
and demands for the biography have been so great 
that it has been published in an English edition be- 
sides the American edition. A French edition is due 
off the press soon and negotiations are under way 
for other foreign language editions, including Ger- 
man. The story has also appeared in condensation 
and serial forms. 


In speaking of the proposed motion picture of 
her book, Mrs. Marshall says, “I hope it will be 
a blessing to all who see it. I don’t want this to be 
just another picture.” 

The Book, A MAN CALLED PETER, may 
be purchased from the Book Service of The South- 


ern Presbyterian Journal. 


BOOKS 


“The Little Jetts Youth Talks” 

By Wade C. Smith, W. A. Wilde Company. 
Price $2.00. 

Readers of the Sunday School Times will recog- 
nize at once the familiarity of the title, ““The Little 
Jetts.” Previous volumes by Dr. Wade C. Smith 
have been widely received and deeply appreciated. 
This present volume contains fifty stories designed 
as a challenge to young people. The author has 
sought in each talk to youth to stress the importance 
of character building and the great truths of the 
Bible. The chapter titles are intriguing. A few of 
them are, “The Sandwich Man,” “Tight Places,” 
“Grasshoppers,” “A Woman’s Spark Plug,” “Mys- 
tery,” “Whistling In The Basement,” “Jonah’s 
Boner,” and “From Water Boy To President.” 


“Followers Of Jesus 


Around The W orld” 
By Mildred Hatch, Warner Press. Price $ .35. 
This is a book of devotional studies and daily 
Bible reading designed for children. 
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“More Chalk Talks” 
By Apal Hull, Warner Press. Price $1.00. 


Twenty illustrated chalk talk programs used by 
the author in her activities, churches, Bible schools, 
youth camps, conventions, colleges, and clubs are 
presented here and most of them are beautifully 
illustrated by the author. 


“The Quest For Serenity” 


By G. H. Morling, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company. Price $1.50. 


The question that this volume deals with is, “Is 
} it possible to have peace of mind and heart in a 
troubled world.”’ The author speaks from the rich- 
| ness of his trained mind and with a deep under- 
1 standing of the human heart and of Christian 
r needs. He writes as one who has faced this prob- 
4 lem of serenity in his own life and knows whereof 
he speaks. To some extent, this volume is_bio- 
graphical as the author relates a number of his own 
experiences. This book should be of real help to 
people who are fretted with life’s problems. 


“Sermons And Outlines On The Seven Words”. 
Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich. Price $1.75. 


In this volume are found complete and condensed 
sermons extended in brief outlines illuminating the 
words from the cross. The selections offered are 
from the writings of the world’s best writers and 
Bible students. 


"Talks To Teeners”. By Leonard Greenway. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$1.00. 


These messages of Dr. Greenway will be a perpet- 
ual and serious source of inspiration and strength for 
Z the molding of young lives to the blessedness of 

| Christian living. They are daily chapel messages full 
; of instruction that emphasize the blessing of walk- 
ing in the fear of the Lord. 


"By Strange Paths”. By Sallie Lee Bell. Zondervan 
y Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


V If you are looking for the kind of story in which 
7 you lose yourself, “By Strange Paths’ is what you 

have been waiting for. If you want to be inspired and 

uplifted, you will find this newest novel by Sallie Lee 
Bell the story for you. For a reading experience you 
will never forget, open this book and begin at the 
first chapter and you will find it enthralling. It is a 
novel of old Louisiana 


"Flame For The Altar’. By William Ward Ayer. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $2.50. 


This book represents the Bob Jones University lec- 
tures on Evangelism for 1952. It is a plea to the 
ministry of America to return hastily to basic pulpit 
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and personal responsibility by doing the work of an 
evangelist, thereby making full proof of their ministry. 


Dr. Ayer speaks with urgency. He writes, “For 
America today, there seems to be no alternative—it 
is either rebirth or oblivion. If the moral and spir- 
itual disintegration of these United States of America, 
which are the last hope of human freedom, is com- 
pleted, then an age would have died and an unprece- 
dented opportunity to make Christ known to the 
nations will have been irretrievably lost”. This book 
will warm the heart of any Christian. 


“The Heir Of Redclyffe” 


By Charlotte Yonge, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company. Price $3.00. 


“The Heir of Redclyffe” has come down the years 
as one of the great novels of English literature. It is 
one of the finest and noblest character stories ever 
written. This new edition, abridged to suit the read- 
ing habits of today’s readers, should find a large 
number of sympathetic American readers. It is a 
story of an open and unashamed devotion to a spirit- 
ual goal—Christianity in action. These characters in 
unforgettable story will leave an indelible impression 
upon the reader. The main theme is that of a peni- 
tent soul struggling to purify itself. 


“Unshackled” 


By Eugenia Price and Faith Coxe Bailey, Moody 
Press. Price—$2.00. 

Many thousands now have a somewhat intimate 
knowledge of the work of the Pacific Garden Mission 
of Chicago through the radio broadcast, “Unshackled” 
Originating each week in WGN, Chicago. The true 
stories in this book are adapted from the radio scripts. 
Here are twenty narratives of typical Pacific Garden 
Mission case histories: men and women who lost con- 
trol of their lives and then came into the mission and 
gave the government of their lives to the person of 
Jesus Christ, God's Son. Whenever such surrender 
is complete, there is a corresponding complete re- 
generating work of the grace of God and the proof is 
within these covers. 


“Strength Of The Hills” 
By Brenda Cannon, Moody Press. Price—$2.25. 


This is a historical novel of North Carolina and 
follows the history of the Mark Murray family from 
about 1850 to the present day. Professor Murray 
moved his family from a comfortable life in Rich- 
mond to a pioneer life in the hills or from the ten- 
sions of the city life. Then came 1861 and the War 
Between the States and Donald Murray, Richard 
Munro and other young men of the region went off 
to battle. The author's portrayal of the war years 
reveals a thorough knowledge of the distress of that 
period and a sympathy for the suffering people. 
Brenda Cannon has presented truly noble characters 
in a life-like setting and has developed this story very 
capably. 
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IN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COLLEGES ) 


STUDENTS 


1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 


13,009 


1921 


12,000 


11,900 


10,000 


9,099 


8,000 


NUMBER OF STUDENTS 


7,000 


| 6,000 


5,000 

| | WILL THE LINE KEEP POINTING UPWARD 
THROUGH THE YEARS AHEAD? 


| Present grade-school enrollments indicate that there will be increasing numbers of 
students ready for college in coming decades. | 

| Present world conditions indicate that there will be increasing demand for compe- 
: tent, well-trained Christian leaders. 


Mr. and Mrs. Presbyierian, your help is needed to advise and assist the | 
young people who are capable of making the most of a college education, that 7 
they may dedicate their lives and training to Christlike service. Your help is 
also needed to keep our colleges advancing to meet advancing needs. 


: For information and suggestions regarding ways to help, consult: 
Lecation 


Senior Colleges 
Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 
Austin 
Belhaven 


Centre 


Davidson 
Davis and Elkins 


..Walter A. 
_John R. Cunningham 


President 


Wallace M. Alston 


Paul McCain 
B. 
G. T. 


Guerrant 
Gillespie 
Groves 


R. B. Purdum 
Marshall Woodson 


Elkins, W. Va. 


Decatur, Ga. 
_...... atesville, Ark. 


Danville, Ky. 


Davidson, N. C 
Red Springs, N. C. 


Flora Macdonald 


Hampden-Sydney Edgar G. Gammon . Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
King “Be Bristol, Tenn. 
Mary Baldwin Staunton, Va. 
Montreat J. R. MeGregor ...Montreat, N. C. 
Presbyterian Marshall W. Brown Clinton, S. C. 
Queens Chariton C. Jernigan _.Charlotte, NW. C. 
Southwestern Peyton N. Rhodes sevenccensnasesenconenassanmunnannl Memphis, Tenn. 
Stillman Sam Burney Hay ...-l usealoosa, Ala. 
Junior Colleges 
Lees Junior Robert G. Landolt Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-Mc Rae Fletcher Nelson _.Banner Elk, N. C. 
Mitchell Statesville, N. C. 
Peace ©, Raleigh, N. C 
Presbyterian Junior Louis C. LaMotte lll 
Schreiner Institute Andrew Edington ..Kerrville, Tex. 
Theological Seminaries 
Austin Theologica! David L. Stitt = Austin, Tex. 
Columbia Theologica! MeDowell Richards........................ Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Presbyterian H. Caldwell Louisville, Ky. 
Union Theological Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr. ian = oe Richmond, Va. 


H. Wade DuBose Richmond, Va. 


Assembly's Training School 
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